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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 March 2004 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-26 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 19 March 2004 is/are: a)£3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-7 and 11-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Young et al (2002/0072412). 

4. Regarding claim 1 , Young shows a method for charging in a communication 
system, the method comprising: 

• initiating a provision of a service for at least two parties (paragraph 4); 

• verifying that each of the at least two parties is capable of paying for use of the 

service (paragraph 28); 

• generating payment information (paragraphs 28-30); and 

• charging for use of the service based on the payment information (paragraph 30). 

5. Regarding claim 2, Young shows the limitation wherein the step of initiating 
comprises initiating a provision of a game (abstract). 
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6. Regarding claim 3, Young shows communicating at least one message between 
the at least two parties regarding a principle for paying for the use of the service and 
including the principle in the payment information (paragraph 21). 

7. Regarding claim 4, Young shows agreeing, between the at least two parties, to 
an occurrence that unambiguously defines a party who is responsible for paying for use 
of the service (paragraph 22). 

8. Regarding claim 5, Young shows defining the occurrence to be losing a game 
(paragraphs 4, 22). 

9. Regarding claim 6, Young shows reserving for a party payment resources from a 
prepaid account of the party and including information of the reserved payment 
resources in the payment information (paragraph 25). 

10. Regarding claim 7, Young shows reserving the payment resources in an online 
charging system (paragraph 26). 

1 1 . Regarding claims 1 1 and 21 , Young shows a communication system comprising: 

• a network entity configured to provide a service that can be used simultaneously 

by at least two parties (paragraph 4); 

• verification means, or verifier, for verifying that each of the at least two parties is 

capable of paying for use of the service (paragraph 28); 

• payment information generating means, or payment information generator, 

configured to provide payment information for the use of the service by the at 
least two parties (paragraphs 28-30); and 
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• charging means, or charger, configured to charge the use of the service based 

on the payment information (paragraph 30). 

12. Regarding claims 12 and 22, Young shows the limitation wherein the payment 
information generator is configured to enable the at least two parties to negotiate a 
principle for paying for the use of the service and to include the principle in the payment 
information (paragraph 21). 

13. Regarding claims 13, 14, 23, and 24, Young shows a prepaid account for each 
party of the at least two parties for storing payment resources and configured to allow 
reservation of the payment resources wherein the prepaid account is managed by one 
of an online charging system and a user information storage entity (paragraphs 25, 26). 

14. Regarding claims 15, 16, 25, and 26, Young shows the limitations wherein the 
network entity is one of a serving controller and an application server and wherein the 
network entity is a game server (Fig. 1 ). 

15. Regarding claim 17, Young shows a network entity configured to: 

• enable simultaneous provision of a service for at least two parties (paragraph 4), 

• the network entity comprising verification means for verifying that the at least two 

parties using the service are capable of paying for use of the service (paragraph 
28), 

• payment information generating means configured to provide payment 

information for the use of the service by the at least two parties for use in 
charging for the use of the service (paragraphs 28-30). 
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16. Regarding claim 18, Young shows a network entity being configured to charge 
the service based on payment information (paragraph 26). 

1 7. Regarding claims 1 9 and 20, Young shows a network entity being one of a 
serving controller and an application server and the limitation wherein the network entity 
is a game server (Fig. 1). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

18. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 9. Claims 8-1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Young et al in view of official notice. 

20. Regarding claim 8, Young shows charging the service to the reserved payment 
resources (paragraph 26) but does not expressly show returning unused payment 
resources. However, the examiner takes official notice that it is notoriously old and well- 
known in the art to return unused payment resources in any business transaction. It 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the method of Young by adding the ability to return unused payment 
resources in order to protect users from wrongfully losing funds. 
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21 . Regarding claim 9, Young shows the limitation wherein the charging step 
comprises charging the service to one of the at least two parties (paragraphs 25, 26). 

22. Regarding claim 10, although Young does not expressly show sending at least 
one message in accordance with Session Initiation Protocol, the examiner takes official 
notice that it is notoriously old and well-known in the art to send messages in 
accordance with Session Initiation Protocol (SIP). It would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the method 
of Young by adding the ability to send messages in accordance with SIP in order to 
provide an application-layer control protocol that is widely used and supported. 



Conclusion 

23. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Gillan et al (2005/0277472) - Shows an online gamer server system for generating 
revenue 

Kim (2002/01 60838) - Shows an online server for supporting online games 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Shin whose telephone number is (571) 270-3276. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 10:30 am - 7:00 pm, EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Gart can be reached on (571) 272-3955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



John Shin 

Patent Examiner, A.U. 3687 
March 6, 2008 



/Elaine Gort/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3687 
3/7/2008 



